The general method of measuring the half-value layer HVL) for X-ray computed tomography (CT) using square aluminum-sheet filters is inconvenient in that the X-ray tube has to be set to stationary mode. To avoid this inconvenience, we investigated a new method using copper-pipe filters that cover the ionization chamber (copper-pipe method). Using this method, the HVL can be measured at the isocenter in the rotation modes of CT. We examined the accuracy and reproducibility of the copper-pipe method compared with those of the general method. The effective energy measured using the copper-pipe method correlated well with the general method (y=1.064x, r=0.987), and its error was 1.81±1.38%. The results indicate that the copper-pipe method enables accurate measurement of the effective energy of X-ray CT and is a convenient method suited to all general X-ray equipment as well as all X-ray CT.
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